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THE CHALLENGE OF THE PRESENT SITUATION. 


Art the close of a recent meeting for China, a lady remarked: 
“It was such a triumphant meeting”’. She had gone 
prepared to listen\to a story of retreat and retrenchment, 
ready no doubt to contribute her quota of sympathy. It 
was a surprise to her to discover that so much of China was 
outside the troubled area, that there was still room for — 
praise, and that her greatest contribution to China was 
faith and fervent prayer. 

In these days of crisis and change in China, there is a 
tendency to focus attention on the difficulties and problems 
which threaten the Church, and in so doing to lose sight 
of the inexhaustible resources which are the Christian’s 
heritage. It is distressing to find this attitude of despond- 
-ency and defeatism reflected in articles and comments in 
some Christian papers as if God had abandoned China to 
an irrevocable fate. Whilst the gravity of the situation 
demands our unceasing prayers, let us not be guilty of a 
spiritual capitulation even in our thinking ! 

In Acts xiv. Luke’s ‘“ minute” on the first extensive 
missionary itinerary of Paul and Barnabas is full of sig- 
nificance. ‘‘ They . . . declared all that God had done 
_ with them, and how He had opened a door of faith to the 
_Gentiles”’. This report drew attention to the triumphs 
wrought by God through His servants. In the light of the 
relentless opposition which these ambassadors for Christ 
encountered, they would have been justified in drawing a 
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--them.. Some churches have freedom of movement ; 
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gloomy fichart of the prospects of the infant Church. At 
_ Antioch Paul was ‘ cast out of their borders’ ; at Iconium 

an attempt was made to molest and stone dea: whilst at 
Lystra Paul was attacked and dragged out of the city on the 
assumption that he was dead. Notwithstanding this. 
hostility, their report to those who had commissioned them 
and sent them out glowed with triumph at the remembrance 
of what God had wrought. “In all these things we are 
_ more than conquerors through Him Who loved us” was — 

their confident testimony. | 

And God is working in China. The word of the Lord to 
Isaiah is also His word to us to-day : “ I will work and who 
shall let it? ”’ (or, “ who shall cause My work to turn 
back ?”’). From the so-called “ Liberated Areas” re- 
ports have been received declaring what God had done with 


hundreds of baptisms have taken place wi recent 
months ; there are hospitals which continue to mneet the 
needs of the community and receive student nurses for 
training ; -and besides, there is the faithful witness of 
scattered Christians. 

- In the remainder of the country, two-thirds of it with 
upwards of 350,000,000 people, there is a wide open door 
of opportunity. Here the problem is not generally one of 
_ disturbed conditions but shortage of workers to make the - 
fullest use of existing opportunities. Commenting on the 
spiritual hunger of his fellow-countrymen, a Chinese 
Christian has written : “ We have seen people groping for 
something that will give them a new outlook on life. . . 
In schools, spiritually hungry students flock into Bible 
classes or evangelistic meetings, eager to find out who Jesus 
is and what are His teachings. Side by side (with them) — 
is the great mass of the people . . . “as — not having 
a shepherd’”. This picture, presented on ‘the broader | 
canvas of the whole country, is typical of | the need and 1 & 
opportunity in Szechwan. Together with our fellow- 
workers on the field, God is calling us to renewed service. 
The decision reached by most missionary societies in China 
(after consultation with their Chinese colleagues) to remain 
at their posts, is a challenge to the powers of darkness as 
well as an act of faith. It is also a call to us in the home- | 
lands to rededicate ourselves to our ministry of prayer. ie 
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“In China, Chinese Christian leaders are calling the 
_ Church to be “ on the aggressive and to cast her net into 


the deep ”. Bishop Frank Houghton urges that it is not 


enough that we are holding on ; the Lord is surely calling 
us to go forward spiritually. Revival in the Chinese 


Church and in-our hearts would be the best answer to the 


present challenge; and surely it will not be overlooked | 
that this forward look of faith and triumph finds expression — 


in the C.M.S. Review in this the Third Jubilee Year of her 
history : ‘ We will yet go Forward ” = the title of the 


Review of the Year. 
All this is not empty optimism. It i is faith in a Living 


God. A faith that works, a faith that can sing : 


And tho’ the world, with devils fill’d 
Should threaten to undo us, | 
We will not fear, for God hath will’d 


His truth to triumph through us. 
GEORGE Scorr. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP MAXWELL 
Chengtu. 24-2-49. 
My dear Friends, 


The main theme that runs 1s through the articles for this 
number of Four Streams, is “‘ The Present Situation”. So 
rapidly may that situation change in the near future tha 
unless we are prepared to meet it, we may wear that sam 
pained look of surprise that a motorist had when P 


assing 
though a small village at great speed, qaculating, This" 


is ——-, wasn’t it?” 
Missionaries are often asked by their Chinese friends for 
the latest news, on the assumption that we have access 


_» through the wireless and home mail to news of a more 


reliable nature than that available out here. This assump- 
tion is often true. What people in England probably do 


not know is the mental and spiritual reaction to the situa-_ 


tion of people in West China. That reaction is a com- 
pound of hope—that the peace-talks may be successful ; 

of fear—that a new government may bring disruption ; 
and of anxiety—that business may come to a standstill. 


How it is possible to do any business at all with the present | 


** supersonic ” fluctuation in prices and rates of exchange 


: 
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is beyond the imagination of the mere layman. Why the 
man in the street and in the country does not perpetually 
wear a haggard look, can only be ascribed to his wonderful 
patience, and belief that “ some-way-out ” will be found ; 
but the tension is there all the same, and the spiritual reac- 
tions are patent for most to see. On the part of the 
majority there is a weakening of moral ties, and on the part 
of the few a yearning for religious reality which has led to 
a revival of interest in Chinese culture, Confucian morality, 
and the Buddhist religion, and to a deeper and more wide- 
spread enquiry into the Christian life and faith. Never 
has the Christian Church had such wide-open doors into 
the hearts and minds of the educated classes, students 
especially. Never has she felt her lack of trained leader- 
ship, and inability to meet these opportunities, so intensely. 
Supposing that missionaries who were out in West China 
ten or fifteen years ago were to visit the Diocese to-day, 
what would be some of the main differences which they 
would notice within the Church? Firstly, that leadeniin 
is largely in the hands of the Chinese. This is most notice- 
able at Synod time when the Chinese are not only in a_ 
large majority, but are ready to assume a _ responsibility 
_ for the government and organization of a Church which 
they are increasingly coming to regard as their own. It 
can be seen also by a visitation to seven of the eight parishes 
outside Chengtu, where a Chinese pastor is already in 
charge, and in the case of the eighth parish the Church is 
to have a Chinese pastor within the next few months. 
Working alongside some of these Chinese pastors are 
_ missionaries who are making an important contribution 
to the growth of the Church. Secondly, that every parish 
has now got some form of “ Youth Fellowship ”. This 
is quite a recent development. At first students wanted to 
study the Bible in English, and so classes were formed. | 
Then some of them wanted to be baptized, and they were — 
subsequently confirmed. In course of time the emphasis 
on “ English’ was dropped, and fellowships were formed — 
of a largely self-governing: nature, with the pastors and — 
‘missionaries as “advisers”. Retreats were organized in 
various centres with these fellowships as nuclei, and in 
some parishes evangelistic bands were formed. ¥rom 
these fellowships have come some of the most promising 
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recruits for the ministry. This leads us to think of the third 
difference that ex-missionaries would notice out here, 


namely, the foundation of a Union Theological College and — 


an encouraging number of offers of students to be trained 
in that College for Church work. So far the Diocese has 


- not succeeded in enlisting the offers of more than two girls | 


for such training, and one of these has already left to get 
married ; but a steady stream of offers is coming from 
promising young men, and the Selection Board of the 
Diocese is now in a position to make a careful choice of the 
candidates to be trained. That many of the offers are not 
accepted, is a healthy sign. A fourth difference—and it is 
indicative at one and the same time of the healthy growth 
of the Church and of dangerous fissiparous tendencies— 
is the independent spirit of some of the Church members. 
_ They have experienced the power of God’s grace in their 
lives and have wanted to give expression to it by widespread 
evangelism. The local church has not always been alive 


enough to use their enthusiasm and they have been tempted — 


_ to organize something on their own to meet their needs. 
‘They may have been prompted to do this to some extent 


by some of the independent sects that have recently come — 


to the Province, sects from which the Diocese previously 


has been mercifully spared. 


To return to the first paragraph of this letter. What is 


being done in the present to meet probable eventualities of 
the near future ? Much could be written in answer to this 
question, but for purposes of publication, the following 


points will be. sufficient. Church-members are being 
encouraged more than ever to have family worship and to 


_use their homes as centres for “ cottage-meetings This 


“next week we hope that every parish in the Diocese will 


send from two to six delegates to a Lay-Leaders’ Training 
Class. to be held in Mienchu. Instruction in Christian 
faith and practice, in leading Church services, in preaching, 
doing personal work, and in various forms of Christian 
_ service, will be given. ‘This afternoon the clergy of all the 


Churches in Chengtu met under Bishop Song’s leadership 
in our drawing-room, and after a meal together, discussed — 


- practical methods for meeting the coming situation. Some 


very illuminating things were said that cannot be written 
here ; but one can report that there was a wonderful spirit 
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of unity,—a spirit which we have decided to foster at all 


_eosts—, and also a determination to put into immediate 


_ effect certain projects, such as night-schools for the poor, 


health clinics, and co-operatives, projects that will bring 


the church more into line with modern trends. Missionaries 
are intending to stay out here as long as possible,—that is, 
as long as the Christian Church welcomes them to stay, 
and opportunities for serving the cause of Jesus Christ, 
even in an indirect way, continue to be afforded them. It 
will be a tower of strength to us all in West China to know 
that you are solidly behind us in prevailing prayer. 
' With kindest regards from Grace and myself to you all, 


Yours very sincerely, 
A. MAXwELL, 


Asst. 


THE PRESENT SITUATION IN 


EASTERN SZECHWAN 


“ UNCERTAINTY ” is perhaps the word which should be 
written in bold letters over the situation in this district of 
Eastern Szechwan if viewed in retrospect over the past year 
from a purely human standpoint. There has been focal 
~ uncertainty with at least two serious threats of the possibility 
of military action and fighting affecting us here. For- 
tunately these did not materialise, although undoubtedly 
there was grave danger of them doing so at the timer 
National uncertainty has been a prominent feature of life 
in China, and this ha¥ been so to an increased degr ee 
recently, causing the people to face the possible ae of 
any national collapse. Financial uncertainty has been 
perhaps the most realistic factor in everyday life up here. 

People have had to accommodate their work, their family 


responsibilities, and their own private lives to a perpetual — 


_ state of financial chaos, and this has undoubtedly been the 
most trying and unsettling aspect of the situation our 
_ Chinese fellow-workers and fellow-believers have had to 
_face. In comparison it has been much easier for mis- 
sionaries, although they have had their problems to face at 
times too, but rather of a different kind. These conditions 
have naturally resulted in a feeling of unsettlement and 
apprehension regarding the future. It has been most 
difficult to lay plans far ahead for the work and adopt any 
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on 


long-term policy. There has a 
- tion to adopt a “day at a time ” attitude to life in general, 
_which has affected Christian work, while in some cases 
there has been an unfortunate spirit of pessimism adopted. 


—Unusuat Opportunrry. In striking contrast to these 


conditions of uncertainty have been the accompanying 


unusual opportunities for spiritual work. One was most 
conscious of this fact during one’s visits to nearly all the 
pastorates in the diocese during this past year. Oppor- 
tunities. abounded everywhere, among students, in evan- 
gelistic work in city and country, for rarely is a preaching- 
hall opened these days without it being packed to capacity 
for as long as one wishes to preach. There are grand 
opportunities in some places for prison work, work among. 
military, in fact in every phase of the work unusual opportu- 


nities exist in most places. 


A student recently said that thinking people are discard- — 
ing the old religions as unpractical and unable to solve the 
present problems and meet the pressing needs of to-day as 
they just “don’t work” ! They are looking for something 


.to take their place, something which really does work and 


can satisfy. This perhaps partly describes the present 
situation however much idolatry still abounds. What a 
wonderful opportunity to the Church and the individual 
for presenting a living and victorious Saviour who is 


_ interested in the national life as deeply as in the life of 


every individual, and Who is the one and only hope for 
China and her people! Just as light shows to its greatest 


advantage when brought into the darkest place, so the 
_ Light of the World should stand in boldest contrast to the 
_ present situation. Constant satisfaction in Christ and the 
certainty which His fellowship brings should be shown by 


the individual Christian and the Church in striking contrast 
to the prevailing spirit of uncertainty and hopelessness 


| which everywhere abounds. 


UNFORTUNATE WEAKNESS. In view of these unusual 
opportunities facing the Church in this district at present, — 


is unfortunate that the Church as well as the individual 


hristian does not appear to be conscious of the opportunity, 
nor taking full advantage of this. Some places are making 
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a bold bid to do so as far as they are able, but others are 
completely failing. There seem to be certain reasons for 
this sad failure such as acute shortage of well-trained and 
efficient workers, lack of spiritual vision, and few who seem 


_. able to use the Word of God in such a powerful way as to 


arouse the Christians to a deep and rich spiritual life of deep 
devotion. In some places there is an apathy which comes 
from an unwillingness to put “ first things first ’’, resulting 
in the lack of a deep concern for those without Christ. 
I am afraid that some Christians are either so deeply con- 
cerned with the problems of living and their own material 


needs for self and family, or so drugged with a national — 


pessimism regarding the future, that they tend to forget 
- Christ is on the throne and living in our midst. While one 
lovingly sympathises with all the problems facing every 
Christian, and especially our fellow-workers these days, 
and one just as fully realises that we are not always the 
_ encouragement and inspiration to them we should be, we 
_ long to see the Church on the victory side. 


It is heartbreaking to visit country churches and find the 


_local believers discouraged, under-fed spiritually and slipping 
away, and then to find that often owing to scarcity of 
workers they have been neglected in pastoral visitation, 
so that the Church of Christ instead of being a power in 


the lives of the people is weak and non-effective, and in | 


some cases a real disgrace to the Saviour. This, of course, 


is not so in all places, and there are some glorious contrasts. _ 


_ If the Church is to meet adequately the present needs 
and take advantage of the present opportunities in Eastern 
_ Szechwan, there must be a manifestation of the power of 
God the Holy Spirit. He alone can revive the Church, 
nd fill each individual Christian with overflowing love 
and concern for those needy souls without Christ. He alone 
_ can make preaching really live and effective. He alone 
_ Can reveal in His Church the Glory of God and the saving 
_ power of Christ. Join with us in making prayer for revival 
a matter of deep concern, that we may see the manifesta- 
tion of the — of God in our midst without delay. 
GrorGE A. WILLIAMSON. 
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How oben one longs to see ideals realised, so that we waite 
have for each of our 22 pastorates at least one presbyter in 
charge, one full time evangelist or lay reader and one lady 
worker, with well instructed lay readers in every congrega- 
tion. But in Eastern Szechwan we are far from even that 


~ modest allowance. We have before us the ideal of a self- - 


supporting Church and have at least reached the point 
where no funds from outside souces are provided for those — 


in pastorate appointments ; but it has been reckoned by 


some American Church statistician that in any community, | 
whatever its standard of living, a communicant membership — 
_ of at least three hundred is needed for that congregation to 
support its pastor and provide all the funds needed for 
carrying on its work. We have no single congregation 

with a third of that number of regular communicants and © 
not every pastorate of three or more congregations even 
approaches that aggregate figure. It is quite a big thing 
if each pastorate can support one person, priest, lay 
evangelist or woman worker. Not every pastorate does 
that ; some do so with great difficulty if they have no 
endowments. Few have, for they were frowned upon by 
most missionaries in the days when the Church was under 


_ Western tutelage. 


Even so, demand exceeds supply. One of the saddest 


s we have to do at each meeting of the Diocesan 


Standing Committee is to reply to pastorates, asking for 
workers to be sent, that we cannot do so. What is the 


reason for this dearth of trained workers? I honestly do | 
not think it is the obvious difficulty that clergy and others 
have to make ends meet that deters young men and women 
from offering their lives for the service of God in His Church. 
That may keep out some who would offer with lack of full 
sincerity if the life were easy and well : The cause is" 
twofold, I think. | 

First of all, the Church has not been making a bold and 
uncompromising testimony for Christ. We have lacked 
real spiritual vitality and so have failed to show a youth 
engaged in a struggle for life, for education and for jobs 
that the Church has a message for them. These awful 
uncertainties and struggles through which the nation has 
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been passing | tee weeny years at least has wrought its 


effect upon the minds and spirits of all except members of 


one party for whom breaking up and tearing down all that 
exists is the beginning of hope for a new order under strict 
controls. Alas that it should be those who definitely oppose 
’ the kingdom of God who show the vitality we should 
who are in touch with the living Christ. 

Secondly, during the period of change over from mis- 
sionary leadership to self-government, we all were so con- 
cerned with the present that we did not look ahead enough. 


Certainly circumstances were difficult ; but between 1926 


which saw the closing of the old diocesan theological col- 
— lege, the “ School of the Heavenly Way ”’; and 1940 when 
the East Szechwan Bible Institute was opened at Langchung 
- in the same premises, the number of new workers sent for 

- training could be counted on one hand. Thanks to the 
far-sightedness of Archbishop Mowll several already in the 


work were given refresher courses, but this did not add to ~ 


our personnel. In 1940, under the energetic leadership of 
Bishop Houghton, the Institute was opened and gave two 
years” sound basic training to some fifteen young men and 
women of whom more than half are in full time work, while 
some of the others are making a good contribution to the 
Churches in the places where they live as voluntary helpers. 

In 1944 this was merged into the Chungking Theological 
Seminary and we have had a similar number of young men 


and women training there either in the four years: theo- 


logical course or three years’ Bible course. 

At present, gaps are being filled in the main scheme by 
missionaries, but one looks forward to the day when all 
- missionaries will be, as several now are, in work of an auxi- 
liary nature, not in ‘parish appointments. 

“* The harvest is plenteous ” said Our Lord in His day 


and the same is true of conditions now in the diocese where | 


we seem to be but a feeble few in a big, scattered popula- 
tion : we are but one to every 3,500 of the population of the 
whole diocese : whole big areas are without even the 
feeblest witness for Christ. ‘‘ The labourers are few.”’ 

How true again! The conclusion to be drawn as to what is 


_ needed is that of our Lord, “ Pray ye therefore the Lord of © 
— the harvest that He will send forth labourers into this 


_ harvest K. G. Bevan, Bishop. 


| 
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STAFF IN WESTERN SZECHWAN 


Chengtu 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop C. T. Song, D.D., and Mrs. Song. 


The Rt. Rev. Bishop H. A. Maxwell (Asst. Bishop) and Mrs. 
Maxwell. 

The Rev. S. Holth, B.D., S.T.D., and Mrs. Holth. (Dr. 
Holth is Vicar of St. John’s Church ; Dean of the 
Union Theological College ; Asst. Sec. of C.M:S. 
West China Mission ; Co-Treasurer of W. Szechwan 
Diocese.) 

The Rev. A. F. Lutley, M.A. (Lecturer at Theological 
College) and Mrs. Lutley ; now on furlough in 
England. 


-. Miss B. Hensman, M.A., Ph.D. (Head of English Dept., 


W.C.U.U.) 


Miss A. Jones (Principal of Yoh Teh Dormitory, W.C.U. U., 


.. and Principal of Senior Middle School). 


_ Miss U. B. Nash, B.Comm. (Social Service Dept., Union 


Hospital). Now on furlough in England. . | 

W. H. Newell, M.A. (Language student. Appointed to 
staff of Dept. of Social Anthropology, W.C.U.U.). 

The Rev. Fu Pei-chi, B.Th.{Curate, St. John’s Church) and 
Mrs. Fu. 

Mr. Li Fu-ruh (Co-Treasurer of W. Szechwan Diocese and 
Bishops’ Secretary). 

Miss Chiang Man-hsia, B.A. r Women’s and Youth work 
at St. John’s Church). 


Sintu. 
Keo (Vicar of Parish and two small 


country churches) and Mrs. Keo. 
Mr. Huang Uen-chich (Assistant Evangelist). 


Kw 

Rev. Wang chi-shuen (Vicar of Parish Church and four 
small country churches) and Mrs. Wang. | 

The Rev. W. J. Haynes, L.Th., and Mrs. Haynes. 

Mr. and Mrs. K’ang (Chinese colleagues). 

Mrs. Ho ( evangelst). 


Teh 


The Rev. Twan Sheng-en, B.A. hed o of Parish Church 
and one country church) and Mrs. Twan. 


. Mrs. Wei ( Woman evangelist). 
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Mr. S. Sherwood ( Church Asin} (Temporarily i in charge 
‘of Parish), and Mrs. Sherwood. 


Mr. Moh Hsii-kwang (jointly in charge of Parish). — — 


Miss S. Graham (Church Army), (Language study and 
__ helping with parish work). 


Dr. H. Gordon Thompson (Acting Superintendent of 


Hospital), and Mrs. Thompson. 


~ Miss B. Jackman (in charge of Nurses, and co-Treasurer of . 


Hospital). 
Mrs. Yu (Hospital evangelist). 
Dr. V. Lasser Doctor). 


The Rev. T’ang Shih-ch’en (in charge of Parish and three 
country churches) and Mrs. T’ang. 

Mr. Chiang Uin-ai (Evangelist) and Mrs. Chiang. 

Miss Ch’en Huei-cheng (Woman evangelist). 


Chongpa 
The Rev. Chang Poh-ai (in charge of Parish and three 


country churches) and Mrs. Chang. 


The Rev. R. Bowie, L.Th. (Temporary Colleague. Expects — 


to study for degree at W.C.U.U. this 

‘Mrs. Li (Woman evangelist). 

Mienyang 

‘The Rev. Cheng Tieh-hsia (in charge of Parish and five 
country churches) and Mrs. Cheng. 

The Rev. A. Lee, M.A. (Colleague). 

Mrs. Tai ( Woman evangelist). 

_ Mr. John Sung, M.A. (Principal, Yoh Teh Middle School) 
and Mrs. S 

Miss G. Belcher ( Senior Mistress and Treasurer, Yoh Teh 

_ Middle School). 
Deaconess E. L. Stewart (Principal of Women’ 5 School). 
Miss E. G. Elder (Evangelistic worker alone at shila i 


Chongkiang | 
The Rev. Lin Tsen-chi, B.Th. (in charge of Farah and two : 


_“ country churches) ‘and Mrs. Lin. 
Deaconess Cheo, B.A. ( work among literati). 
Chiao (Evangelist).. 
Mrs. Li (Woman evangelist). 
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~ THE RESPONSE TO EVANGELISM 
*€ My victorious Saviour shall show forth His power, 
And gwe me the victory o’er sin hour by hour |” 

Tue chorus echoed through the corridors, over the com- 
pounds, through the meeting-halls, everywhere. The | 
reason ? - The third annual Winter Conference for students, 


held at Yoh-Teh School, Mienyang, from 4th to roth 


February this year. About forty boys and girls between the 
ages of fifteen and twenty-five came from the local Church . 
and a number of surrounding parishes, and an extremely 
happy group they were. From the beginning it was evi- 
dent that John Sung and Arnold Lee had the organisation ~ 


- well in hand and that things would run well, and a free and 


cheerful spirit prevailed from the first. Bishop Maxwell 
was chairman of the Conference, and two theological 


students also came from Chengtu to help. 


The theme of the talks was “ The Victorious Life ” , and 


dealt with Suffering, Power, The Cost, The Strength, and 


The Result, in this connection. Each morning there were 


two talks, the first dealing with Christ’s victory, and the © 


second with the Church’s victory. In the evening worship 
service, a short talk was given relating the day’s theme to 
our own personal experience. A time of singing and a 
time for questions made up the rest of the morning pro- 
gramme. In response to the students’ own request, an 
additional meeting was added on the fourth, fifth, and sixth 
afternoons ; attendance was voluntary, and it was used as a 
time for quietness, Bible study, and prayer, in which Faith, 
Hope, and Love, were the themes, considered in their 
relation to the Christian’s everyday life. We all felt that - 
it was a time of deep spiritual blessing, and certainly the 
Holy Spirit was at work amongst us. On the surface | 


- there was little to be seen, except the normal joking and 


skylarking that go on when a bunch of young people get 
together ; but there was‘a hush at times that did not come 


from weariness or boredom, and even in the laughter there 
seemed to be an undercurrent of a deeper joy. On the 


_ final night, as the Bishop spoke of those who are without 
Christ, those who have just found salvation, and those who 


are really going on to victory in Him, there was a real 
understanding of the message, and a wholehearted response | 
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to the Clinics After-meetings made this even plainer, 
and the Lord many closer to Himself that night. — 
The “social” activities of the retreat were many and 
‘ varied—though somewhat curtailed, owing to the machiria- 
tions of Jupiter Pluvius. Yet even the rain did not succeed 
in damping high spirits, and what could not be done 
outside was done inside. It was fortunate that the Yoh- 


Teh hall is large enough to contain forty young people, all 


bent on letting off steam! On the Sunday afternoon, 
there was a big annual fair at one of the local temples, so 


the whole conference likewise went up to the feast—to hold - 
an evangelistic meeting. Singing, preaching, witnessing, 


were all done by the students themselves ; and they came 
home warm in body and soul, in spite of the rain and the 
cold. On the Tuesday afternoon, we divided into three 
groups, and went off to the men’s and women’s prisons, and 
to an inn outside the north gate of the city, for a second 
evangelistic effort. Of course, the prisoners are always 
there, so two groups had no question about a congregation ; 

but the third group was not so sure, as the roads were 


inches deep in mud, and very few people had ventured out. 


However, God was again preparing, for we arrived at the 
‘inn: to find that a truckload of soldiers had just come in and 
were finishing lunch, and their presence brought in quite a 
number of other folk. So, once again, a good time was 
had by all! 
The final i impression of the conference was one in which 
the j joy of the Lord was very manifest. God had so obviously 
- given us the victory over all kinds of difficulties that we 
originally feared, and His Spirit had so clearly been in our 


_midst. Though the conference is over, its effects are still 


_ being felt in renewed lives and stronger witness ; and there 
are those who have come to the Lord since as a direct result 
of the conference meetings. Will you continue in prayer 
that these young people may go forward daily, experiencing 
the joy and victory which only Christ can give ? | 
Bowe. 
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_ STUDENT EVANGELISM IN WEST CHINA TO-DAY > 


A Few months ago, Bishop Bevan sent the Editor a » eeeae 
tion from Dr. John R. Mott’s book, “‘ The Larger Ev 
gelism ’’, which seems an apt introduction to the arti le 


which follows. Dr. Mott said then : 


“In 1896, when I first went to China, I became 
interested in the literati, the scholars of that great land 
of scholars. A missionary with whom I was speaking 
said : ‘ We shall never live to see the day when the 


literati will be really accessible ’. 
**'When I wrote my first book, I characterised the 


Chinese literati as the Gibraltar of the student: world, 


for they seemed to occupy an absolutely impregnable 
position. I spent one day with the Presidents of seven- 
teen missionary colleges, during which most of the time 
was given to discussing the question of reaching the 
literati. We concluded that it might be possible to reach 
one here and there at the end of examinations and that in 
time we might win a few ; but we could have almost no 


hope for large numbers and still less for organised work — 


among them’”’. Now read of to-day :— 
The last decade has seen a phenomenal advance in work 


amongst the younger generation of higher educated 


Chinese by missionary forces. Everywhere, English and 
Chinese Bible Classes are being held regularly as a normal 
and important part of Church life (even if still only loosely 
connected in some cases) both in High Schools and_ Uni- 
versities and also in the Churches themselves or in mis- 
sionaries’ private homes. 


‘The class may begin by several ibis coming to ask 


the missionary for an English Bible Class. Usually, their 
desire is primarily, or even’ exclusively, to learn English, 

while the missionary’s aim is to impart the knowledge of 
the life which is in Christ Jesus. Sometimes it may be a 


local High School Principal who presses the well-educated 


Westerner to teach a few hours’ English conversation or 


grammar to his top classes, with consent gladly given for | 
ah English (usually bi-lingual) Bible class to be held in the ~ 


school during private study hours in the evening—most 


schools being boarding schools. Occasionally, University 


| 
| 
| 
{ 

| 

> 

| 
| 

j 
i 
i 


16 Assocation for Western China Bulletin 


- authorities have invited a better trained missionary to each 


in the College, usually in the Foreign Languages depart- 
ment, sometimes offering a small house fe live in and a 


Tegular professor’s status and 


This last has been termed “a missionary’s Paradise” ! | 


Living at the University, known as a Christian, free to 
carry on religious work out of lecture hours, the privileged 
_ full-time student worker (for it takes his full time indeed !) 
finds constant callers, great interest shewn in the Gospel, 


a thoughtful attitude towards life, and often a preparation | 


of heart for the reception of the seed of the Word of God 


exceeding his highest expectations. What a genuine 


friendliness, what unashamed willingness to talk about 
religious topics, what polite enquiry he finds !_even though 
ignorance of the true Gospel prevails and fallacies such as 


_ God-less evolution and the all-powerful nature of science, | 


and the ranking of all religion under the heading of super- 


stition or pure ethics are the widely-accepted views of the 4 


students. 


If an analysis of the reasons why students are now so open — 
to listen to the Gospel be briefly — I would suggest © 


four primary causes : 

1) Upset oF War. Suffering, evacuation, SOrrows 
innumerable, leading to a re-thinking of man’s failure, the 
help possibly of some Christian missionary and the close 
alliance with the Western world have brought west 

before their minds. 


(2) FRUSTRATION OF Pourrics. Civil strife 
international conflict and victory, bringing perplexity 
and a feeling of hopelessness. The ‘ Three People’s 
Principles ” of Dr. Sun Yat-sen had not proved adequate 
to man’s every need and desire, for there was no foundation 
in life upon which the heart could rest, except in Christ. 


_ (3) AssocIATION oF EpucaTIon.. Scientific education | 


came from the West, as did political ideas and military 
power, and with them. came Christ’s Truth ; and the 
first importance of English in all Chinese Schools, coupled 
with the importance of the Bible in English literature, 
brought a willingness to study both—wisely used by Christ- 


ian missionaries. 
(4) Work OF THE ‘Hoty Spmrr. over, and 


“» 
| 
| 


utilising these former three, is the all-embracing fact of 
_God’s grace and desire for men’s salvation, and His answer, 
long awaited, of the countless prayers of faithful if compara- 


tively (as to numbers of converts) fruitless missionaries 
during the past decades for a great turning to God in China. 

What is the student worker’s programme? First and 
foremost, the presenting of salvation in Christ as a unique, 
personal and present possession by simple faith and accep- 


~ tance. This will usually have some place in his daily talks 


with students in his house or after evening Bible studies as 
well as in his Ministry of the Word. This leads on, second- 
ly, to the cultivation of Church affiliation, the need for baptism 
when faith is stable, the privilege and responsibility of 
Church membership. Calvin Chao, the General Secretary 
of the China Inter-Varsity Fellowship, has stated the 
supreme aim of the I.V.F. as being “ to bring pastors into 
the schools and students into the Churches” ; and it is 
succeeding slowly but surely. Thirdly, the training of 
Church leadership, for the foreign missionary does not lead 


_ but advise, does not control but co-operate, and working | 


among students progresses to working with them in evan- — 
gelistic projects in the College and in the Church. Yet 
in practice many difficulties arise and this aim, while 
persistently pursued, often falls far short in execution. 
Finally, what assessment can be made of the value of such 


student work? ‘The age-long result in the making up the | 


number of God’s elect and the preaching of the Gospel to 
every creature is, of course, the missionary’s dominant 


_ theme ; but hereby he is approaching the heart of the 


task of evangelising China—not by a stupendous increase 
in the number of missionaries, but by the careful teaching 
in the Scriptures, in fellowship and in example, of the young 
converts until they too are imbued with a God-given sense 
of responsibility to reach their own people with the know- 


ledge of the one and only true and living Way to God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ. This in turn will lead to 
_the calling forth in due time of a growing and better-educated 
leadership for the Chinese Churches, preparing the Chinese 


Church for future complete independence and perhaps even 


for trial by fire. 


So we buy up our opportunities, as the time of such 
privileged freedom and apeanee may be not greatly 
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hilahged. The Lord of the harvest Who opened these 
doors is supreme over all, and none can shut them except 


by His consent. How our prayers are needed to stay the 


advance of godless forces and ideas, and to strengthen the 
faith of the many young converts who are pressing into 
the Kingdom in these days through student evangelism ! 


RECENT NEWS ITEMS 


Chongpa. The Rev. Chang Poh Ngai has spent several ) 


months in house-to-house visitation and in encour 

‘people to enrol their names in an attractive book that he 
has, promising they will come to the Church for prayer 
and instruction. Nearly three hundred people have 
enrolled their names to _— and several of them are keep- 


ing their promise. 


Mienchu. C.N.N.R.A. has given a very fine 
of a modern X-Ray apparatus to the Mienchu Hospital, 
and Mr. Edwards of the Canadian Mission very kindly 
gave the finishing touches to its set-up in the Hospital. 
_ He was most favourably impressed, not only by the equip- 
ment, but also by the skilled way in which Dr. Thompson 
_ had made all the preliminary arrangements for him. 


Chungchiang. Has electric-light at last, and the 


Church compound is to be equipped with this. Credit for 


this undertaking is due to the Christian magistrate there | 


who, in spite of a great deal of initial opposition locally, 


has gone through with the project to its completion. Deep _ 


_and lengthy viaducts have been built to tap the river-water 
for the necessary power to drive the engines. 


Kwanghan. There is to be a four days’ évenantielic 
campaign at one of the country churches, and a week’s 


training-class at another. At the latter (called Cheo- 


_Chia-Ch’ang) there are already 140 enquirers. 


Chengtu. Bishop and Mrs. Song’s eldest son, Hsii Hua, 
has just returned from Australia where he gained first-class 


honours in his final exam. in Sociology in Sydney Uni- 


versity. He had a long delay at Chungking waiting for 
a *plane to Chengtu, but he has arrived at last to the great 


— of his many friends. 
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ike Student Conference was held at St. John’: s Church 
from February 2nd to gth, and attended by over thirty 
_ students, twenty-eight of whom were in residence on the 
compound, eight being girls. All the arrangements were 
made by the Rev. Chu Chong-chi. 

The programme included morning lectures on the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Christian faith by Bishop Song ; 
- devotional talks on Christian experience by Pastor Cheng 
of the C.I.M. Church ; and talks on Worship by Dr. 


Holth. In the afternoons, talks and discussion on problems’ 


.of young Christians were led by Dr. and Mrs. Li of the 
Methodist Church and by Bishop Song. Religious diffi- 
culties were dealt with, and questions of boy and girl 
friendship, engagements, and marriage in modern China. 
In the evenings, some of the students helped in evangelistic 
- meetings for the street people, and there were also social 
gatherings with games and music. On one occasion, film 
strips of the life of Christ were shewn. At evening prayers, 
talks were given on Heroes of the Church. 
happy spirit of, fellowship was apparent, and the 


witness meeting on the last night shewed it had been a time ~ 


of growth in spiritual understanding and of “ stirring ? 
the gift of God that was in them ”’. 


Training Centre for our Theological Siiadinie’. 
Recently a new preaching centre was opened at a place 
called Supochiao some five miles from Chengtu. The 
work will be directed from St. John’s Church, Chengtu, ‘ 
but our Sheng Kung Hui students in the Theological 
College will be responsible for most of the activities. The 
students will take turns in spending their weekends there. 
For the rest of the week, preaching and vitation will be 


carried on by a catechist who has been appointed to the | 


place. The work was inaugurated soon after Chinese 
New Year, when Bishop Song, clergy and students gave 
a reception for some twenty of the local gentry and ad- 
ministration. It is our earnest hope that this new adventure 


will result in the building up of a local congregation, and — 


at the same time give our theological students the practical 
experience which they need to their theo- 
logical course. 


A Buddhist Convert. om summer some of our 
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missionaries met a young Buddhist monk at the famous 
Golden Peak Monastery on Mt. Omei. During conversa- 
tions with him it came out that he had heard the Gospel 
from a Christian school principal who visited the mountain 
two years before, and that he in the meanwhile had made 
up his mind to become a Christian. He had tried several 
times to write to the school principal, but the letters never 
reached their destination. His new missionary friends 
promised to make arrangements for him so that he could 

‘get more instruction in Christianity and also improve his 
- education. However, the missionaries had barely returned. 
to Chengtu and were just beginning to make enquiries on 
behalf of the monk, when the monk himself appeared on 
the scene. He explained that he could wait no longer. 
The missionaries helped him to change into civilian clothes, 
and placed him at an outstation where he could earn his 
living by working half day. The rest of his time was 
devoted to studies, especially of the Bible. He made rapid 
progress and commended himself to everybody by his 


unassuming attitude and keenness. It made quite a stir 


in local Buddhist circles when the monk confessed publicly 
his faith in Christ and took part in the evangelistic efforts 
of the church. He is now being prepared for baptism and 
has been allowed to spend some time in the Theological 
College as a listener, his educational standard being too 
low for him to be admitted as a regular student in the 
Junior Department. Prayers are requested that Sheng- 
hsiu (the name by which he was known as a Buddhist monk) 
may become a chosen instrument for special work in the 
Lord’s vineyard. 


K.wangan. As a result of the student work, six young 
men and two girls were baptised on Christmas Day last. 


“This is the largest group we have had for some years, 


and their steady progress has given us great joy.” (E. B. 
Davis). 
A students’ winter houseparty was held in January, when 


thirty of those attending lived in the Mission. A Deanery : 
Convention was planned for February. 


Dr. Armstrong writes of a recent visit : ‘“ I was thrilled 
by what I saw at Kwangan. The workers there are modest, 
but as a peculiarly interested ‘ outsider’ I can tell you that 
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the change is really miraculous. I remember Kwangan 


when there were a few beggars anda handful of others and _ 
almost no young people. I attended a service when the 
church was packed to the doors, with no vacant seat any- 


where, and a good half were converted young people, many 
of them actively witnessing and spiritually keen, and I saw 
several real trophies of God’s grace. God has done a 
wonderful work in Kwangan. The beggars were still 
there, praise God ; but there were also students, officials 
including the county magistrate, his wife, and one of his 
right-hand men—the latter a fine Christian youth— 
business men and farmers, and a few military men. It 


was a real tonic to see and hear them. Pray for them all. 


There is the making of a really live, self-propagating 


_ church in Kwangan if they can only just be fanned into a 


flame. I met also and had the privilege of speaking to a 
group of keen Christian army officers (all wounded). All 
ranks from a General downwards were represented, and 
they are a witnessing group, keen to propagate their faith, — 
and souls are being saved through them. They had just 
had a fortnight’ s has Bible School and were full of the 


joy of the Lo 


Langcheng. Dr. Armstrong also writes of the C.1.M. 
Hospital to which he has been loaned: “At Chinese 
New Year we had a great time preaching. The hospital 


staff were responsible for daily preaching at two markets, 


one a very big one. Five to twenty people went out every 
day, and we had a grand hearing. Many hundreds heard 
the Good News, and at this. time when everything is so’ 
uncertain, the certainty of the Gospel and its authority 


'. made a greater appeal than ever before. When everything 
is in the process of being shaken, the things that are un- 


shakable must make a definite appeal. It is not easy to — 
talk of results, but some were definitely led to the Lord and 
regular meetings have been started in one of the places. 
The Church here showed a new spirit of urgency and 
responsibility, and this in itself is a wonderful thing. Many 


of our staff witnessed, some for the first time. Even some of © 


our new non-Christian students gave up their regular 
holiday and came out with us, and some of them, I believe, 


were blessed.”’ 
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~ Mienchu. Dr. CHANG Hsi-Hua, who has been studying 
at the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital, Moorfields, London, is 
to be congratulated on having obtained the D.O.P.M. S.— 
Diploma i in Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery. 


Miienyang. Miss Luan Butz, formerly C.MS. 
_ Missionary in Kunming, is hoping to leave England in 
July (D.V.) to join the staff of the Yoh Teh School. 


At Tsetong, where Miss E. G. Elder has been living and 
working alone for more than a year, about ten people now 
_ come for Sunday worship, and four of them are soon to be 
baptised. A number of wounded soldiers were stationed in 
the town for two months, some of whom were keen Christ- 
ians and were a great help and inspiration. Miss Elder 
writes : “‘ Do we realize how many towns and villages are 
still without any opportunity of hearing the Gospel ? ” 


The Annual Meeting 
(D.V.),at the Bible House on Wednesday, June 29th next, 
at 3 p.m., when a talk on Student work in Szechwan will 
be given by the Rev. F. Harris, and Miss Grace Shen 

_ (daughter of Bishop Shen) has also kindly promised to 


speak. A warm invitation to attend is given to all our 
readers. 


of the D.A.W.C. will be held — 
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‘ 
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‘ 
‘ 


oy 


16. 


20. 


Prayer Cycle 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 

ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. | 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 


. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 


CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 
TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 
WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. | 
LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 


“KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG 
3 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : | 
MOWCHOW. | | 
(LONGAN), KIANGYU (Eastern Diocesg). 
CHONGPA. | 


. MIENYANG (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. | 


ANHSIEN. 
MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 
TEHYANG. 
KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 
SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 

UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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SPECIAL TOPICS FOR THANKSGIVING 
AND INTERCESSION | 


Us THANK Gop 


That West China is at present being kept in peace ; ; and 
for the many pps afforded there by the present 
situation. 


For the growth in Chinese . leadership of the Church. 
For the Youth Fellowships which have been started ; 
for the readiness of students to hear the Gospel er 5 ; 
and for new opportunities in the prisons. 


For encouraging news from so many places, especially 
for the growth of the church in Kwangan ; the new converts — 


in Tsetong ; and the Buddhist monk. 


For the gifts of an X-Ray apparatus and of an Ambulance 
to the Hospital in. Mienchu. 


For the spirit of ny manifest among the Churches in 
Chengtu. 


Let Us Pray 


- For wisdom and guidance for the Chinese Church at 
this critical time, and for the continuance of present oppor- 


tunities for preaching the Gospel. For churches which - 
are still weak ; for country churches needing more help and 


teaching ; and for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon 
all. 


For- the greatly needed increases in staff ; and for the 


Theological Students’ Training Centre. 


For all the students attending Bible Classes: etc. ; and 
for those newly converted or helped by recent endian 
and Retreats, that they may continually grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


For God’s blessing on the forthcoming Annual Meeting 
of the*Diocesan Association. 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA 


| Alicury God, the Father of our Lord jean Christ, we thank 


Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto Thyself by the 
precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 
Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 
Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation | 
throughout ‘the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 
Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 
for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 


- sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 


know Thee not. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 
work and bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who — 


’ know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 


love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. 

Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen all 


who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 


cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 
bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


cela Secretary and Editor of the magazine : 


Miss F. Hucues-Hatiett, Kienning, 13, Woodcote Avenue, 
Wallington, Surrey. 3 | 


To whom all communications should be addressed. 


Four Streams is issued three or four times a year, and is sent free of 
charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 
Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from 
the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 
but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 
of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 
for the work in that part of China. The Organizing Secretary will 


_ be glad to give further inforrration on request. . 
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